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New From Oxford

In The Idea of Semitic Monotheism, Guy G. 
Stroumsa examines some major aspects of 
the scholarly study of religion in the long 

nineteenth century—from the Enlightenment 
to the First World War. It aims to understand the 
new status of Judaism and Islam in the formative 
period of the new discipline. This innovative 
work studies a central issue in the modern study 
of religion. Doing so, however, it emphasizes the 
new dualistic taxonomy of religions had major 
consequences and sheds new light on the roots 
of European attitudes to Jews and Muslims in 
the twentieth century, up to the present day.

Features

•	 Considers key aspects of the scholarly study 
of religion in the long nineteenth century

•	 Investigates the new status of Judaism and 
Islam in the formative period of the new 
discipline

•	 Focuses on the concept of Semitic 
monotheism — a concept developed by 
Ernest Renan — on the basis of the postulated 
contradistinction between Aryan and Semitic 
families of peoples, cultures, and religions

Guy G. Stroumsa is Martin Buber Professor 
Emeritus of Comparative Religion at the Hebrew 
University of Jerusalem, and Professor Emeritus 
of the Study of the Abrahamic Religions at the 
University of Oxford

The Idea of Semitic Monotheism
The Rise and Fall of a Scholarly Myth

Guy G. Stroumsa

Order online at www.oup.com/academic with promo code AAFLYG6 to save 30%
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